Advantage of using an ANSI-accredited ISO 14065 GHG Verification Body

GHG verification represents the assurance of quality and accuracy of corporate GHG assertions, such as annual entity emissions reports, emission reduction project results, and associated claims such as carbon neutrality or product carbon footprints.  As verification statements can have a direct impact on stakeholder opinions of such assertions, many verification clients are rightful concerned about the qualifications of the verifiers they employ.  In response to this concern and because of the newness of the process of GHG verification, many voluntary GHG reporting programs implemented approval processes for verifiers, which sought to evaluate the capability of applicants to provide verification services.  Unfortunately, the initial approval processes of many GHG programs varied widely due to the lack of standards.  In addition, the lack of resources and internal expertise on verification in these approval and oversight programs resulted in limited rigor to ensure true verifier competence which was their objective. 

In response to the lack of standards regarding verification body qualifications, in 2007 the International Organization for Standardization issued ISO 14065 - Requirements for greenhouse gas validation and Verification Bodies for use in accreditation or other forms of recognition based on the efforts of a broad group of international GHG verification experts, including representatives of the financial accounting sector.  To ensure a high quality verification results, this standard establishes minimum requirements for companies providing verification services in areas including but not limited to competence, internal process and procedures, impartiality, confidentiality, record-keeping, and client appeals and complaints.

To evaluate organizations conformance to this standard, the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) initiated an accreditation program in March 2008 that assesses the competence in GHG verification, as well as the overall integrity of applicant entities.  The ANSI accreditation process is in accordance with an international standard ISO/IEC 17011. ANSI’s assessment of applicant verifiers extended beyond the simple application process formerly employed under reporting program approval processes, and includes performance of the following by knowledgeable and experience system evaluators:

· Review of an applicant organization’s documented verification processes, personnel qualifications and supporting procedures,

· Onsite assessment of operations at applicant organization’s office locations, and 

· Witness assessments of verifier activities performed during an actual client’s audit.
In December of 2008, seven verification bodies were officially accredited under the program (several others have been subsequently accredited as well).  ANSI-accreditation is recognized and has been established as the minimum qualification of verifiers for participants of The Climate Registry and the California Climate Action Registry as well as offset projects seeking emission reduction credits from The Climate Action Reserve, the Chicago Climate Exchange, Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative and the Voluntary Carbon Standard.  

Using a verification body that has been accredited by ANSI as conforming to the ISO 14065 standard ensures that a company is obtaining verification services consistent with the highest international standards and performed by competent staff. It also assists with stakeholder recognition of and confidence in the resulting verification statement.  Because of these aspects, employing an ANSI-accredited verification body facilitates meeting a company’s ultimate GHG verification objectives.

